INTRODUCTION
Soccer is one of the most popular sport nowadays. This can be explained by the fact that more women have been interested in becoming the professional athletes in this kind of sport. For example, 40 000 female soccer players were register in Sweden, which was 20% of all register soccer players in that country . In the last 10 years, the number of females participating in soccer has also risen among collegiate institutions in the United States (Krustrup et al., 2005) .
Physical demands towards the female soccer players must be of specific physiological character since female differs from male in many parameters. It is necessary for female players to posses a high level of aerobic endurance because of the soccer characteristics and demands. The length of high intensity running during a soccer game in elite female players (0.71-1.71 km) is significantly different from that of male players (1.9-2.4 km) ( Reilly and Secher (1990) addressed that body composition played an important role in fitness of a soccer player. It is important to emphasize that male soccer players tend to have a better ratio of lean body mass to body fat than female players (Matković et al., 2003) , which eventually affects the endurance of female players. Overall female professional soccer players were more mesomorphic than endomorphic nonplayers, but less also less ectomorphic (Martens, 2004) . The female soccer players had significantly different body fat percentages and lean body weights, but the differences in overall absolute fat were not significantly different from non-athletes (Can et al., 2004) . Body weight and fat percentage are part of the physiological makeup of a soccer player, but this is less apparent in women than it is with men, specifically in regard to body fat. . There are several factors that could influence the female level of fitness. The nature of the annual soccer calendar and the fact that most female soccer players mainly train and play on a part-time basis could be one of the factors according to Polman et al. (2004) . In order to effectively use this small amount of time it is essential to know more about the performance of female soccer players.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

Subjects
Research was performed on a sample of 22 elite female soccer players from Serbian A-national team, (aged 23.95 ± 4.52, height 168.82 ± 7.19 cm, body mass index 21.5 ± 1.3 kg). The subjects were the following: 2 goalkeepers, 4 attackers, 8 midfielders and 8 defenders. All the participants provided written consent after being informed of the test protocol. The protocol of the study was approved by the Ethical Committee of the Faculty of sport and physical education, University of Nis and according to the revised Declaration of Helsinki. Each player had at least 4 years of training experience, corresponding to 2 hour training sessions, and at least 1 competition per week.
Testing was performed during the preparation of national team, in February 2009. The study protocol was held for every subject. Beside the results, the basic anthropometric parameters (body height-TV and body weight-MT) and the age of the players were registered in the study protocol. Speed and endurance tests were held at the same day.
Testing procedure
Each athlete performed a standardized 15 minute warm-up consisting of general movements and dynamic and static stretching. After the general warm-up, players performed assessments of morphological parameters, speed and endurance in random order. During the test air temperature ranged from 22°C to 25°C. It began at 10 am and finished by 1 pm. Players were instructed not to be involved in strenuous exercise for at least 48 hours before the fitness testing session and consume their normal pre-training diet before the testing session. None of the subjects were injured 6 months before the testing. 
Statistical analysis
The statistical Package for Social Studies SPSS (v17.0., SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL) was used for statistical analysis. Descriptive statistics were reported as mean ± SD for all measures with special analysis for positions in team. A one-way ANOVA was used to examine if differences exist between four positions: attackers, midfielders, defenders and goalkeepers. The statistical significance was set at p<0.05.
RESULTS
Descriptive statistics showed no significant deviation in body height and weight among tested players depending on the team positions, while the values of the body fat percentage are much higher due to the fact that the study was performed on elite female soccer players, members of the national selection ( Table  1) . The average body fat of the female players was 61.4 ± 6.0 kg. The greatest average value for body weight has been found among midfielders 62.7 ± 7.7 kg. Contrary to the Body fat, the greatest average value of body height has been found in goalkeepers (172.5±3.5), then the defense players (170.0 ± 7.2 cm), while the smallest values have been found among the midfield players (168.7 ± 8.7 cm) and the attackers (164.7 ± 5.0 cm). The YYIRL1 test's results have shown that all positions have similar values within range of 880-930 m, which indicates group homogeneity. The deviation is noticed within the goalkeepers whose average value was 780.0 ± 84.8 m (Table 1) . By using one-way ANOVA the significant difference between the tested variables according to the player's position in the team could not be established (p<0.05). 
